The 22nd Winter Institute Program
FY2014
1.  Background and Related Organizations 
‘Human Resource Exchanges in Science and Technology for the Next Generations’ (formerly, “Research Exchange (Support) Activities for Korean Graduate Students in Science and Technology”) has been held since 1993 under the name of ‘Winter Institute’ to promote cooperation of industrial technology both between Japan and Korea as a part of Next-Generation Human Resources Development Project. Already as many as 702 Korean graduates majoring science and technology had internship on area of science and technology, which will leads to industrial technology, at research institutes in Japan (as of FY2013). They play important roles at research institutes, Universities and companies in Korea and contribute to various collaborative researches for Japan-Korea industrial technology. The Winter Institute Program is sponsored by the Japan-Korea Industrial Technology Co-Operation Foundation (JKF) under the support of the Ministry of Foreign Affairs of Japan. Japan International Science and Technology Exchange Center (JISTEC) will implement the program with the cooperation of National Research Foundation of Korea (NRF).
2.  Purpose of program
The biggest purpose of this program is building human network to promote Japan-Korea industrial technology exchange. In addition, to provide, maintain and enhance opportunity for research exchange between Japan and Korea. This program expects building human network for promoting Japan-Korea industrial technology communication and the improvement of industrial technology abilities in both countries.
3. Program Summary
This program will experience approx. 5-week-research-training on desired research theme (field of science and technology that leads to industrial technology) at a Japanese public research institute from January through February. Japanese language class and culture workshop (e.g. experiencing Tea Ceremony) are also scheduled during this program.
4.  Candidates
3 graduate students (expected)
5.  Duration of Program
Jan 16, 2015 (Fri) - Feb 21, 2015 (Sat), 37 days
6.  Research Field and its Theme
Must related to industrial technology
7.  Host Researcher and Institute
Host researcher must be employed at public research institute in the Tokyo metropolitan area.
* Universities, Inter-university research institutes and private research organization are NOT eligible.

8.  Benefits of Joining WI Program
a. Research training experience at a Japanese research institute
International sense for research will be brushed up through training experience at an international industrial technology research institute and will benefit your future.
b. Upgrading your skill
Experience such as arranging research schedules with your host researcher, research training activities and writing research report will provide you with skills that will contribute to your future research career. 
c. Finding new perspectives for Korea
WI program will provide you to rediscover Korean research ideas and methods, but also to see Korean culture and people with outside perspectives.
d. Finding new research field
Selecting different research filed and theme from current major is accepted in this program. WI program will give you opportunity not only to assess yourself, but also guide you to concrete image on your research.
e. Meeting new friends and fellowship
New friends and fellowship who will meet during the program may assist your future path and research.
f. Strengthening partnership
Strengthen partnership between Korean research institutes/academic supervisors of graduates and Japanese host research institutes/researchers. It also has a potential to develop to collaborative research between Korean research institute and Japanese host institute in future.
9.  Eligible Applicants
Must meet all requirements below. 
a. Must be a Korean graduate student who resides in Korea and is majoring in science and 
technology; on a doctorate program, or on a master’s program. 
(Exclude students who are on a leave of absence)
b. Must be under 35-year-old, born after March 1, 1979.
c. Research theme must be related to ‘Industrial technology’.
d. Must be in good health to accomplish the research training activities.
e. Must have sufficient language ability of either Japanese or English to pursue research training
activities in Japan.
f. The applicant, who has possibility of canceling the program or returning home during the
program due to such reasons as military service, joining another research program, job interview, taking a job or taking examination for exemption from the military service, is NOT accepted in this program.

   g. Except participants who took part in the program.

10. 
Selection Criteria
Application documents will be screened by intellectuals in Korea. In the majority of cases, the applicant who falls as much as categories below shall be placed preferentially.
1. Have excellent score or marks
2. Have thesis published in domestic or overseas

3. Have intellectual property right in the past thesis
4. Have excellent English or Japanese language ability
5. Have a letter of acceptance from host institute/researcher
11. 
Awards and Supports
1. A round trip-air ticket
*In case no additional fee occurs, return airport can be changed from Incheon Int’l Airport to other airport of choice.
2. Accommodation (Including utility charges)
*Accommodation: Dormitory in host research institute or hotel nearby and will be arranged by JISTEC.
3. Daily allowance (Approx. 3,000 yen per day including food and commuting expenses)
*Applicable term of daily allowance starts from the next day you arrive Japan and till the day before your departure.
4. Japanese language class
5. Japanese cultural workshop
6. Field trip (Inclusive of transportation expenses, lunch and dinner)
7. Rental bicycle fee (in Tsukuba area only)
8. Overseas travel accident insurance fee (Valid only for period of WI program)
Listed below are NOT supported:
1. Domestic transportation expenses to and from Seoul for WI orientation program （Scheduled on October 31).
2. Domestic transportation expenses to and from Incheon int’l airport for departure and arrival. 
12. 
Application Procedures
Submit 1 set of the original documents listed below and 3 sets of copies of the original documents enclosed in envelope to administrative office in your University. (Fasten application documents with a clip.)
1. Application form (English)
2. A letter of reference/recommendation from academic supervisor (English)
3. Student enrollment/registration certificate (English)
4. Transcript of academic records (English)
5. Certificate of English and/or Japanese proficiency
6. Other: 
A letter of acceptance/invitation letter of host researcher, if available. (English) 
1. Application form (English)
(1) Select up to third preferred host research laboratories from the “Potential Host Institute List” (Attach1). 
(2) Check and find laboratory and researcher whom you wish to be hosted on each institute’s website.
*Training research site and address MUST be in the prefecture of any of below:
 Tokyo, Kanagawa, Chiba, Saitama, Ibaraki

(3) Must write down the name of institute, name and address of its laboratory. 
 (4) Write down host researcher’s name if possible
*For applicant with a letter of acceptance, write down name and address of the accepting institute/laboratory only.
*Must contact to the host researcher who you wish to be hosted on your own before or after applying for Winter Institute.
2. Letter of reference/recommendation from academic supervisor (English)
Must be proved in document with signature that applicant has necessary skill including language ability for research training activity. (Any form is accepted.)
3. Student enrollment/registration certificate (English)
4. Transcript of academic records (English)
- First year of master course: 4 years’ academic records of undergraduate
- Second year of master course: First year’s academic records of master course
- First year of doctoral course: Academic records of master course
- Second year of doctoral course: First year’s academic records of doctoral course
5. Certificate of English or/and Japanese proficiency (JPLT, JPT, TOEIC, TOEFL, etc)
Submit a copy of certificate of English or Japanese proficiency issued by public organizations. A copy of expired certificate is accepted.
6. Other: A letter of acceptance/invitation letter
Submit a letter of acceptance/invitation letter, or printed e-mail written of acceptance agreement from host researcher if available. (Any form is accepted)
Remarks:
*Personal information written in application form is used for screening and orientation during WI program, not intended for any other purpose.
*Submitted documents will not be returned. Please keep a copy of set individually if necessary.
*Having a letter of acceptance from host researcher does NOT mean that your position is guaranteed in this program.
[Application period]
August 8 (Fri) – September 5 (Fri), 2014 
[Where to submit your application]
Applicants should submit their applications to the administrative office in their university in well advance of the application deadline.
The administrative office needs to collect and submit applications to NRF with an official letter by the deadline. 




13.  Schedule
	Date
	Event
	Remarks

	August 8 (Fri)
	Starting date for application
	The administrative office in university
collect and officially submit application forms to NRF 

	September 5 (Fri)
	Deadline for application
	

	September 19 (Fri)
	Final results notification
(To successful candidates only)
	By JISTEC
Via e-mail and post (EMS)

	October 31 (Fri)
	Orientation
	Place: Seoul, Korea (NRF)

	January 16 (Fri)
	Leave Korea
	Airport: Incheon int’l airport

	January 16 (Fri)
	Guidance, Opening Ceremony,
	Place: Tsukuba, Ibaraki

	January 17 (Sat)
	Japanese class
	Place: Tsukuba, Ibaraki

	January 19 (Mon) - 

February 19 (Thu)
	Research training activity
	At each host research laboratory

	February 7(Sat)
	1 day field trip
	Around metropolitan area

	February 19 (Thu)
	Deadline for research training report, essay and questionnaire
	Submit to JISTEC by e-mail

	February 20 (Fri)
	Research Report Presentation, 
Closing Ceremony, Farewell Party
	Place: Tsukuba, Ibaraki

	February 21 (Sat)
	Going back to Korea
	From Tokyo Int’l Airport (Narita) 


*Successful candidates must submit an agreement by the specified date. No submission will be regarded disclamation of joining the program.
*Schedule is subjected to change.
JKF, JISTEC or NRF will NOT provide information regarding details of research themes, research schedule, etc.
Successful candidates must make a direct contact to your host researcher regarding research training details after receiving the Letter of Award.

14.  Q&A

Q1. How do I contact desired host research laboratory or researcher to request a letter of acceptance or invitation letter?
A1. Please contact researcher by e-mail, FAX or letter. Please try to contact both e-mail and FAX as e-mail might be regarded as SPAM. E-mailing about your research theme, CV and WI information to researcher in advance is important.
Q2. How do I get a letter of acceptance or invitation letter from desired research laboratory in Japan?
A2. Please request it by e-mail, FAX or letter. Any form is accepted; however, it must be written in English. Please make sure to attach it in printed paper when applying.
Q3. Can I apply to a host research institute/laboratory which is not in the list? 
A3. Yes, you can. But the host research institute should be a public institution in the Tokyo metropolitan area. Also you are requested to attach a letter of acceptance/invitation letter of host researcher on your application form.
Q4. How will I receive the result notification? 
A4. If you are successful candidates, you will receive notification from JISTEC by e-mail and post (EMS) at the beginning of October at the latest.
Q5. I won’t be able to attend the orientation in October due to academic conference.
What should I do?
A5. Please inform NRF as soon as possible.
Q6. What do we do at the orientation in October?
A6.  You will have lunch with all participants to get to know each other. NRF will give you important information regarding WI program. Also, former WI participants will share his/her experience at the orientation. At the end of orientation program, we will have group photo taken. On the day, 1 leader must be selected from participants.
Q7. What time does the research training start and finish?
A7. It depends on host research laboratory. One may start 8:00AM and finish 5:00PM and the other may start 9:00AM and finish 8:30PM. Please contact your host researcher for more details. 
Q8. Can I visit Universities and another research institutes during the research training activities? 
A8. Please talk to your host researcher. You can visit if he/she considers it necessary for you. 
Q9. How do I commute to host research laboratory?
A9. Mostly by bicycle or walk, but some might use train or bus. 
Q10. Which language will be used when communicating with host researchers, staff of JKF and JISTEC? 
A10. It will be either English or Japanese. An interpreter of Korean/Japanese will attend for 2-days after arrival in Japan. Rest of communication will be done by either English or Japanese, therefore at least communication level of either English or Japanese is required.
Q11. How much Japanese language ability do I need? 

A11. Japanese language ability is not must; however, you are required to communicate in English at least.
Q12. What is accommodation like during research training?
A12. Accommodation will be the nearest hotel from host research institute or dormitory of host research institute. 
If your host research laboratory is any of NIES, NIMS, AIST or MRI in Tsukuba, usually your accommodation will be Ninomiya house (Reference: http://www.jsthouse.com/ninomiya/index.htm). Self-catering is available except hotel. Kitchen in dormitory might be shared-type.
Q13. Do I need to share a room at accommodation during program?
A13. Only for the first 3 days during orientation period (1/16-18), you may have to share a room. You will have your own room after orientation.
Q14. Is Internet available at accommodation?
A14. It may not be always available depending on place of accommodation. And it may not be always fast enough to play movies or videos even in case it is available.
Q15. Can I choose accommodation?
A15. No. 
Q16. How often can we have Japanese language class during WI program?
A16. You will have compulsory Japanese language class during orientation period (1/17). 
Q17. What are career options of previous WI participants?
A17. Typically master course students go to doctoral course in Korea. Some of them start working in a company in Korea and some come back to Japan for doctoral course. For doctoral course students, some come back to Japan as a post doctoral fellow.
Q18. Can I extend the length of stay?
A18. Yes. However, any fee that occurs for flight change must be paid on your own. You are responsible for all other expenses, arrangements, booking accommodation, etc. 
Q19. I have a job interview on Monday. Can I go back to Korea temporary for 3 days combining weekend? 
A19. Any return to Korea during the Program is not permitted except for special cases such as a death or critical condition in the family.
Q20. Can I write thesis or make a presentation that contains information that I acquired at host research laboratory?
A20. No. However, you may be allowed if you get a permit from host research institute after consulting with your host researcher.


15. Winter Institute Participants’ Experience in Japan
Name: Jaehyuk Jang University: Kangwon National University

Host Institute Name: Forestry and Forest Products Research Institute (FFPRI)

1. The reason why you applied to Winter Institute program
I applied WI program for the best forest products and cellulose science institute in Japan. I choose this program because of the following reasons. 1)Chance to research collaboration between Korea-Japan; 2)exchange of technical skill about cellulose field; 3)amalgamation between cellulose and enzyme science; 4)finding new perspectives for Japan and meeting new friends; 5)strengthening partnership between Korean research institute/academic supervisors of graduates and Japanese host research institute/researchers.

2. Advance Research Preparation before coming to Japan 

Before coming to Japan, I discuss with host researcher and my advisor professor via email more than three times for master plan of research. On the basis of this coordinated research master plan, I prepared various conditions of samples in Korea. Furthermore, I read some articles written by my host researcher for understanding basic mechanism and experimental methods.

3. Research Training
I investigated the effect of enzymatic hydrolysis on the dimensions changes of microfibrillated cellulose. To investigate the morphology and physicochemical properties were analyzed by transmission electron microscope, polarizing optical microscope, x-ray diffractometer and FT-IR. According to aforementioned technical training, I was learning the analysis methods for enzyme science from host researcher and institute.

4. Thing that you learned and gained through Winter Institute program

　First of all, I learned new investigation techniques and analysis methods from host researcher and her institute. Especially, biological and chemical technology was the first experience in my personal knowledge. While learning these skills, I was able to exchange ideas with some professional researchers. Aforementioned experiences will be developed my ability and improved strengthening partnership between Korea and Japan. Secondary, I shared wonderful friendships with Japanese researchers and Korean student including WI participants. In particular, the trips with WI participants were unforgettable memory. Personally, I want to work a post-doctoral researcher in Japan after graduate Ph.D course. The various cultural experiences in Japan expected to be able to a great help in my future.

5. Advice to future WI participants
First of all, please make sure your research plan and prepare for new experimental before coming Japan. It is really short time to learning new knowledge and experience. For example, please read host researcher’s research articles for understanding his/her research mechanism including experimental methods. Secondary, please share your knowledge with all of other participants including travel information or preparation of some reports. Aforementioned connection will be able to assist to administer of WI program. Finally, please make yourself at heart during training period and then thought result of the research later. The most important thing is your health rather than research. Ganbatte kudasai !
Name: Park, Taejin University: Korea University
Host Institute Name: National Institute for Environmental Studies (NIES)

1. The reason why you applied to WI program 
During my master course period, I’ve learned and trained about Environmental Science and Ecological Engineering in Korea University. Unfortunately, I couldn’t find any specific reason and motivation to study remote sensing techniques in forest ecosystem. I want to have some time for thinking about that and discuss about that question with senior of my research field in highly developed Japanese research environment. In addition, I also expect to train and learn about Geoscience Laser Altimeter System (GLAS) which can provide three dimensional information of global terrestrial forest ecosystem. Furthermore, I would like to make relationship with global researchers in my research field, because my research field is impossible to understand whole forest ecosystem without global collaboration and relationship. When I was searching opportunities satisfying my objectives, Winter Institute program was appeared to me by senior of my laboratory. That is my reason for applying to Winter Institute program. 

2. Advance Research Preparation before coming to Japan

When I was selected by organizer of Winter Institute program, firstly, I tried to keep in touch with my host researcher (Dr. Tang) and his colleagues. Also, I contacted with other Japanese researcher who can help my Japanese research work. After contact with those people, I planned research topic through discussion. Actually, it is not easy, because I didn’t know about Japanese research ability and environment in my field. However, Dr.Tang gladly gave some help for me by suggesting some topic and introducing good assistant to me. Therefore, I could determine my research topic and material, thereafter, I could prepare research work based on paper searching, paper reading, preparation of preprocesses dataset etc. 

3. Research Training

In practical research work, I attempted to make and share my previous research work related with remote sensing techniques for understanding forest ecosystems. I had two chances being a presenter in seminar, we could discuss about my previous research work and future research work. According to discussion between seminar participant and me, we can use these research method and result, such as individual tree isolation algorithm and LiDAR height, intensity and ratio parameters for species classification and volume estimation, to understand forest ecosystem. These activities can be a good opportunities for collaboration and research interchange.

During 45 days, I also tried to learn about GLAS data processing which can be a tool for estimating three dimensional forest structure and biophysical parameters such as canopy height, volume and biomass. Dr. Hirata (FFPRI) and Dr. Hayashi (NIES) would like to be a good assistant and supervisor when I learned GLAS data processing. As I knew, this technique has never been tried in Korea to understanding forest structures. I already learned whole processing of GLAS data from good helpers through attending some seminars and private lecture for me. I’ll keep progressing this learning and carry out good results.

4. Thing that you learned and gained through Winter Institute program
Actually, the major objective of my Winter Institute program is to identify my research philosophy and future direction of my researcher life. In addition, I would like to learn empirically accumulated techniques of Japanese researchers in remote sensing application to forest ecosystem. To reach those objectives, I tried to discuss and meet many researchers who have studied in Japanese research institute such as FFPRI, NIES, AIST, NIAES, JAXA, JAMSTEC, Waseda, Nagoya, Gifu and Tsukuba University. In the case of first objective, I got some replies from gorgeous researchers including Dr. Tang, Prof. Nasahara and Dr. Kim, those replies might provide solutions about my questions which want to identify my research philosophy and set life direction. Especially, the phrase, “Ask right things”, from Dr. Tang changed my thought and value in research. Furthermore, Dr. Kim who working for NIAES gave some comments that can be an answer of questions (Why? How? What? in my research). Prof. Nasahara also encouraged me when I had a presentation in seminar. That will be very helpful for answering my own questions. Additionally, I’m really impressed Japanese research environment when I attended in Gifu Seminar and visited to many other institutes with Dr. Tang. I’ll try to make better research circumstance and improve our research abilities according to impression in WI 

program. In my Japanese life, I also tried to  experience many Japanese cultures as possible as I could. For example, I visited to economical, historical and touring place such as Tokyo, Hakone, Nagoya, Yokohama, Gifu and Northern Alps near Takayama. In addition, Kimono (Japanese Traditional clothes), Sushi, Nabe, Ramen (Famous Japanese food) etc were cooked and tasted during one and half menthes. These activities are very advantageous when I understand Japan and Japanese. Also, it might be a challenge for overcoming my limitations and improving abilities. Especially, climbing on Northern Alps (2,960m) tested my physical and mental abilities and gave understanding of Japanese mountainous landscape. 
5. Advice to future WI participants

My advice is so short, but it will be the most important point in WI program. “Enjoy the present situation perfectly, and do not forget your purpose of this participation. If you successfully complete WI program with my comments, you never forget these 45days in your whole life”
Name: Jin Kyoung Kwon  University:  Konkuk University
Host Institute Name: National Institute of Advanced Industrial Science and Technology (AIST)

1. The reason why you applied to WI program 
I felt that WI program would be really a good opportunity for me to expand the breadth and depth of my knowledge when I heard about the program from my supervisor. The first reason why I applied for this program was that I wanted to have a global experience in my academic field of carbon nanotubes in AIST, Japan. It was because I have been so fascinated with studying carbon nanotubes in my present laboratory for last one year, and I knew AIST is one of the best world class institutes in the field of carbon nanotubes. The second reason was to understand Japanese culture, living and communicate with many people in Japan. Moreover I want to make many friends in Japan to share talks about our dream, culture, natural circumstance, and future.

2. Advance Research Preparation before coming to Japan

Before I came to Japan, I contacted a researcher working in carbon research center laboratory that I am joining for discussing about my research topic in Japan. Actually, I have dealt with carbon nanotubes in my laboratory in Korea but approaching to CNTs is difference. My subject has been focused on CNTs as material for enhancing polymer properties. My host researcher has studied pure properties of CNTs. I thought it is also good opportunity to open up a new ground on my research. After decision about my topic, I started to read some papers related on my project in Japan. I was very excited about new topic that I would study during WI program.

3. Research Training

While I am staying at the laboratory, they have taught me systematically. Four researchers who helped me a lot to do experiment, they assigned on a role from teaching experiment to analyses of measurements and taught me. It was very good opportunity to learn the experiment and how to deal with measurement machines from experts as well as having a time with each person. Their role sharing was perfect. Among the measurements, I dealt with the transmission electron microscope (TEM) to watch encapsulating fullerene into SWCNTs. It was great to measure TEM by my own hand because I usually asked to an operator sample analysis before I came to here. Moreover, they tried to teach me dealing with all machines that I used by myself. I really appreciate everything that they show me their best. 

4. Thing that you learned and gained through Winter Institute program 

I gained many things through Winter Institute program. I learned several new research techniques. It will be helpful for me to achieve excellent study in future. I also experienced Japanese a touch of humanity. First, 10 members in our laboratory, all are very nice and kind. During the period of the program, they always take care of me. Among the several Japanese cultural experiences during orientation, especially wearing a Kimono is impressive to me. At that time, two of the elderly women helped me wear Kimono. I never thought putting on Kimono is too hard. I could feel their warm heart and kind consideration even though we couldn’t have a conversation because of language problem. I think every people in the world are same, and it is just different depending on the nature of the individual. I feel honored to meet nice and kind people in Japan.

5. Advice to future WI participants

I strongly would like to say to future WI participants that don’t miss this excellent opportunity. WI program will offer you broad and deep experiences related on your research as well as Japanese culture. I recommend WI participants two things. First of all, studying Japanese before coming to Japan can help you get along with Japanese and enjoy Japan culture. Secondly, it is necessary to establish a specific goal during 45days to avoid wasting precious your time. I hope you can accomplish your goal during the program. Many years from now you may look back on this period as the most rewarding of your lives. WI program is remembered as one of the best memories in my life.
Name: SHEEN Dong-Pyoung  University: Seoul National University
Host Institute Name: National Institute of Advanced Industrial Science and Technology (AIST)

1. The reason why you applied to WI program

  Notified from my department of this program, I felt this program is a kind of attractive one. Just then my supervisor suggested me to apply WI program, saying that this program looks helpful for my researches and Ph.D. thesis. I was preparing my thesis theme in rehabilitation technology and its related human movement analysis, but I have a lack of knowledge and experience on rehabilitation. I determined to apply the program to search research subject by visiting Japan’s research facilities.  
2. Advance Research Preparation before coming to Japan

  In my case, a researcher I had applied first refused to receive WI student and recommended another researcher instead.  I could know my host researcher’s name when I received a notification document from Japan, thus I barely know about him and his researches.  The only way to communicate was email.  The research subject my new host researcher suggested me was far from my research subject, and by corresponding I could adjust my research theme.
3. Research Training

  The host researcher’s background is somewhat different from mine. But we have a common interest on rehabilitation technology, although the specific subject was different each other.  During the training I could learn about host researcher’s research field of prosthesis by studying their theoretical background, reviewing papers and visiting the practical spots.  I have visited hospitals and rehabilitation centers, research labs in universities, and even a manufacturing company.  A lot of visiting was very helpful to learn the rehab technology and its practice, and to enlarge my viewpoint of research as well.
4. Thing that you learned and gained through 19th Winter Institute program 

  At first, I believe that it was a good chance for me to enlarge my viewpoint of researches and I could have informative knowledge.  I could see and talk to a lot of people as I visited many places.  Whenever I visited, I was touched by them because every researcher I met was so kind and dedicated to introduce the facilities and researches.  I think that I could gain a big network of Japan’s rehabilitation society.  At the same time, I could experience Japan’s tradition and culture.  We had many programs and opportunities, and sushi cooking and kimono was the best things.  At last, I could gain unforgettable memories with wonderful friends of WI members.  I believe we can have strong friendship for long.
5. Advice to future WI participants

  I think this program is very attractive that because of not only research opportunities and its network but also cultural understanding and friendship.  I strongly recommend you to take part in this program and try to active in any activities in the program.  The sorriest thing for me was that I do not know Japanese language.  The communication in English was okay, but I think if I have knew Japanese a little bit, then I could have more interesting time.
Name: Hoik, Lee  University: Hanyang University 
Host Institute Name: RIKEN

1. The reason why you applied to WI program
 I am in the Ph D course and I saw the very many research paper of Japanese. So, I was wondering how they are doing their research and the system of Japan’s laboratory. I think this WI program is very good chance to know those things because I can live with Japanese researcher and do experiment of Japanese. So, I applied and I didn’t regret.  
2. Advance Research Preparation before coming to Japan

 Before come to Japan, I read the papers of my host researcher in his laboratory website. By reading some papers, I know the several topics of my host research and I chose my interesting one. And by chance, my host came to my university for the conference, so I had a chance to attend the presentation of his work. After end of conference, I talked with him about what can I do in his laboratory and what is my interesting topic. So, I can do research preparation and ask about life of RIKEN which is my instituted. And I send the e-mail to my host before going to the Japan to ask more detail question and we discussed research topic. 
3. Research Training 
The group I joined was Bioengineering Laboratory. The host researcher was Dr.Maeda and he looks like very powerful researcher. He has the 5 group leader and he controlled the over the 10 topics. Very special group and I had the chance to manage some instruments such as HPLC, UV, DLS and DSC, etc. I synthesized novel DNA-conjugated nanomaterials, which can be applied for DNA biosensor, SNPs-responsive diagnostic nanoparticle.
4. Thing that you learned and gained through Winter Institute program 
 I leaned many things such as language, culture, their life and research skill, etc. I can’t list all things. But, to me, the most impressive thing is the research system and infra. I felt they have very well made system to focus on the research and good circumstances to cooperate with other topic’s researcher. So, I thought it is also good to do post-doc in Japan such as RIKEN institute. And I gained the idea what kind of research do I focus between basic sciences and applied sciences after getting the doctor degree. By this program, I had the chance to think about my future.  
5. Advice to future WI participants

 I think you have to clarify of your goal such as achievement of research or field trip or making Japanese friend. And it is essential to contact your host to discuss your research work. Because Japanese are very busy especially in January and February. And it is very short time to achieve research goal. So, if you want to achieve successful experiment, you should contact your host before coming to Japan very often. And many 18th WI participants caught a cold including me. It was helpful to take a medicine from the Korea.  

16. Terms and Conditions
1. The guarantor of the participants shall be NRF in the Republic of Korea and the surety of the participants shall be JKF in Japan.

2. JKF, NRF and JISTEC shall not be responsible for any accidents, illness, etc. of the participant unless they are deliberately caused by the host institute.

3. If JKF judges the participant has difficulty to continue the research training from the following reasons, JKF shall take appropriate measures including sending the participant back to Korea after consulting with JISTEC, NRF and the host institute;
- in case of illness
- in case the participant does not follow an instruction made by JKF, JISTEC or the host institute
- in case of an extremely serious communication problem occurs between the participant and host scientist due to the lack of language ability or other reasons

4. Participant shall be sending back to Korea in case of difficulty continuing research training because of sickness or accident that may occur during the Program.
5. JKF is responsible for undesirable behaviors of the participants during in Japan and will take appropriate measures to resolve the problem.

6. NRF and the Korean Embassy shall, in consultation with JKF, do their best to resolve any problems that might occur to the participants during the Program.

7. Participants must observe the regulations of the host institute including those regarding Intellectual Property Rights.
8. Participants must protect and manage personal information.

9. Participants must obtain prior consent in written form from the head of the host institute if they intend to publicize the results of the research performed during the Program.
10. Cancelation of program is not permitted except for special cases such as a death or critical condition in the family. The participant must pay all costs that occurred for cancelation even if such special cases.

11. Any return to Korea during the Program is not permitted except for special cases such as a death or critical condition in the family. The participant must pay all costs of the return even if such special cases.

12. Participants are not permitted to go back to Korea during the program except the death of family member or critical condition, however if he/she gives up the training during the program, all the supported fee including airfare, accommodation fee, etc must be returned to JKF or JISTEC.
13. No spouse or dependents are permitted to accompany participants during the Program.
14. Participants must attend Orientation held in October 25.
15. Participants must attend the field trip held in January 2013.
16. At the end of the Program, participants must submit a research report to the host institute and JISTEC by deadline. Same applies to Questionnaires, Schedule of Research and Professional Visit, Research Presentation document and Essay.
17. Essay and photos submitted shall be used for PR.
17. 
Related Organizations’ Websites
[Organizer]
Japan-Korea Industrial Technology Co-operation Foundation (JKF)
http://www.jkf.or.jp/
[Operation]
Japan International Science and Technology Exchange Center (JISTEC)
http://www.jistec.or.jp/
[Cooperation]
National Research Foundation of Korea (NRF)
http://www.nrf.re.kr/
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